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Inside KCR

From the Executive Director, Larry Eyer

Last October we opened our new
22,000-square-foot building near
downtown Bremerton. Over 300
donors — private individuals, busi-
nesses, foundations, governments, and
service clubs — stepped forward to
raise the necessary funds to create the
new Bremerton Community Services
building, consolidating many services into one location
to reduce costs and better serve our community.

Already we have seen an improvement in the level of
service we are able to provide. Unlike our previous
locations, the new building is easily accessible for those
with disabilities. Our WIC program has seen an increase
of over 300 new moms who enjoy safe parking and easy
access into and out of the building.

The new building holds the distinction of being a LEED®
Silver-Certified facility. KCR as an organization has em-
braced the concept of “being green” by implementing
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recycling practices and a Smart Commuter Program.

In the past year, we have created new programs to
enhance self-sufficiency for our clients which have
become more essential as gas, food, and rent go up
while jobs become harder to find.

A recent initiative is the “Gas for Work” program that
has developed out of a coordinated effort with Kitsap
Transit, United Way, DSHS, the Bremerton Foodline, the
Salvation Army, and St. Vincent de Paul, to respond to
those in need for transportation to go to work or to
attend critical medical appointments.

Finally, KCR recently hired two new staff as part of our
leadership team. Charmaine Scott has moved up to our
Employment and Training Director position, replacing
0.J. Hogan who retired in June. She oversees our Work-
First, WorkSource, Financial Education and South Kitsap
Center activities. Kathleen Hackney is now our Commu-
nity Relations and Development Manager. We heartily
welcome Charmaine and Kathleen to their positions.

Donor Profile: Beverly Anderson

2Beverly Anderson and her husband
owned and managed the Anderson’s
Department store in downtown Poulsbo
for 40 years. When the two decided to
retire, Beverly noticed she had lots of
% |[[time on her hands. She decided to use
those hands for a hobby that has turned
into assistance for many families.

4 ;/ﬁfé Several times each year since 2004,

' Beverly has arrived at KCR with a load of
colorful quilts that have been donated to new moms
enrolled in the WIC program and kids in Head Start who
rest on them at naptime. Many thanks to Beverly for her
tireless dedication and beautiful handiwork!

One Church One Family Partnership

One Church One Family (OCOF) began in response to
Hurricane Katrina when local community volunteers
anticipated an influx of refugees to Kitsap County.
When that job was successfully completed, volunteers
from member churches decided to continue their cause
with a different focus; helping local homeless families.

OCOF pays for units where KCR places families in need
of emergency housing. Once the family is identified,
volunteers from OCOF work with the families and
mentor them to ensure their transition is successful.

OCOF also assisted KCR with obtaining donations of
furniture, bedding, and other household goods to furnish
the transitional units, since families are allowed to keep
these items with them when they move.







