
See Naval Ave on pg 2 

Last October we opened our new 
22,000-square–foot building near  
downtown Bremerton.  Over 300  
donors — private individuals, busi-
nesses, foundations, governments, and 
service clubs — stepped forward to 
raise the necessary funds to create the 
new Bremerton Community Services 

building, consolidating many services into one location 
to reduce costs and better serve our community. 

Already we have seen an improvement in the level of 
service we are able to provide.  Unlike our previous  
locations, the new building is easily accessible for those 
with disabilities.  Our WIC program has seen an increase 
of over 300 new moms who enjoy safe parking and easy 
access into and out of the building. 

The new building holds the distinction of being a LEED® 
Silver-Certified facility. KCR as an organization has em-
braced the concept of “being green” by implementing 

recycling practices and a Smart Commuter Program.   

In the past year, we have created new programs to  
enhance self-sufficiency for our clients which have  
become more essential as gas, food, and rent go up 
while jobs become harder to find. 

A recent initiative is the “Gas for Work” program that 
has developed out of a coordinated effort with Kitsap 
Transit, United Way, DSHS, the Bremerton Foodline, the 
Salvation Army, and St. Vincent de Paul, to respond to 
those in need for transportation to go to work or to  
attend critical medical appointments.  

Finally, KCR recently hired two new staff as part of our 
leadership team. Charmaine Scott has moved up to our 
Employment and Training Director position, replacing 
O.J. Hogan who retired in June.  She oversees our Work-
First, WorkSource, Financial Education and South Kitsap 
Center activities. Kathleen Hackney is now our Commu-
nity Relations and Development Manager.  We heartily 
welcome Charmaine and Kathleen to their positions.  

From the Executive Director, Larry Eyer 
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Continuum of Care Hosts Homeless Summit to Address Strategies to 
End Homelessness in Kitsap County 

the plan and outline the 
steps it will take to reduce 
homelessness in Kitsap 
County by 50% by 2015. 

In addition to serving as an 
advocate for the homeless 
population, the coalition has 
focused on increasing the 
number of emergency and 
transitional housing units 
and the supply of affordable 
housing.  It has increased 
prevention strategies such 
as budgeting and home own-
ership counseling, credit 
repair, and job training.  

More than 1100 people in 
Kitsap County sleep on the 
streets, in cars, in camp-
grounds or in shelters each 
night. Close to 400 of these 
individuals are children. 

Homelessness can range 
from chronic situations 
where a person has lived on 

the streets for more than a 
year to unfortunate circum-
stances such as domestic 
violence, family break-ups, 
mental illness, physical dis-
abilities, insurmountable 
medical care costs, and job 
losses.  

The summit will gather 
housing developers, non-
profit agencies, faith-based 
organizations, tribe repre-
sentatives, county agencies, 
business and civic leaders to 
participate in panel discus-
sions and small group ses-
sions. 

Summit Sponsors include 
KCR, Sound Grants, Kitsap 
Regional Coordinating Coun-
cil, Bremerton Foodline, 
Holy Trinity Church, Sound 
Grants, and the Suquamish 
Tribal Council. 

Stakeholders from Kitsap 
County and the state of 
Washington will gather on 
September 11, 2008 to at-
tend “One Community: 
Strategies to End Homeless-
ness in Kitsap County.”  

This summit hopes to ad-
dress the root causes of 
homelessness, the scope of 
the problem in Kitsap 
County, the social costs it 
brings, and also formulate 
action plans and strategies 
to implement in the Contin-
uum of Care Coalition’s 10-
year plan to end homeless-
ness. 

HUD and the US Interagency 
Council on Homelessness 
tasked the Continuum of 
Care to create a Homeless 
Housing Plan in 2004.  The 
Summit leaders plan on ob-
taining feedback to update 
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Our mission is to create hope and opportunity for low-income Kitsap County residents by 
providing resources that promote self-sufficiency. 

Each year Kitsap Community Resources 
receives funding from Puget Sound Energy 
(PSE HELP) and Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) to assist low-
income renters or home owners with their 
utility bills. 

Last year KCR assisted 3,160 households 
through the Energy Assistance program, an 
increase from 2006 when that number was 
2,500 households. 

In the past, eligible residents have lined 
up at the Bremerton Family Service Center 
as early as 5 a.m. in order to secure an 
appointment before funds were ex-
hausted.  The line could sometimes ex-
tend over 400 people long. 

This year an online appointment scheduler  
will help ease the burden of obtaining an 
appointment, but the burden of energy 
prices remains a challenge for many. 

Applications for Energy Assistance Expected to Surge this Season 

The cost of heating and energy has  
increased dramatically over the past 
few years, and families are struggling to 
deal with all of the other rising costs in 
their budgets. 

Heating oil prices are expected to reach 
over $4 a gallon nationwide this winter,  
according to estimates from the Energy  
Information Administration. That trans-
lates to roughly a 20% increase in  
heating bills, and KCR expects an influx 
of new families applying for assistance 
due to the current economy and high 
gas prices squeezing budgets.   

KCR also manages a Weatherization  
program intended to reduce the burden 
of energy prices by increasing energy 
efficiency of homes.  In 2007, 78 homes 
were weatherized, which includes such 
measures as installing insulation, re-
placing outdated heating systems and 
water heaters, and repairing roofs. 
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Donor Profile: Beverly Anderson 

Beverly Anderson and her husband 
owned and managed the Anderson’s  
Department store in downtown Poulsbo 
for 40 years.  When the two decided to 
retire, Beverly noticed she had lots of 
time on her hands.  She decided to use 
those hands for a hobby that has turned 
into assistance for many families. 

Several times each year since 2004,  
Beverly has arrived at KCR with a load of 

colorful quilts that have been donated to new moms 
enrolled in the WIC program and kids in Head Start who 
rest on them at naptime. Many thanks to Beverly for her 
tireless dedication and beautiful handiwork! 

One Church One Family Partnership  

One Church One Family (OCOF) began in response to 
Hurricane Katrina when local community volunteers  
anticipated an influx of refugees to Kitsap County.  
When that job was successfully completed, volunteers 
from member churches decided to continue their cause 
with a different focus; helping local homeless families. 

OCOF pays for units where KCR places families in need 
of emergency housing. Once the family is identified, 
volunteers from OCOF work with the families and  
mentor them to ensure their transition is successful. 

OCOF also assisted KCR with obtaining donations of  
furniture, bedding, and other household goods to furnish 
the transitional units, since families are allowed to keep 
these items with them when they move. 




